EVALUATING YOUR HORSE'S
BODY CONDITION

1. POOR

Extremely emaciated. Spinous processes, ribs, tailhead,
hip joints, and lower pelvic banes project prominently;
bone in withers, shoulders and neck are easify noticed.
Mo fatty tissue can be felt.

2. VERY THIN

Emaciated. Slight fat covers base of spinous processes,
transverse processes of lumbar vertebrae feel rounded.
Spinous processes, ribs, tailhead, hip joints, and
lower pelvic bones are prominent. Withers, shoulders
and neck structure faintly discernable.

3, THIN
Fat buildup about halfway on spinous processes.
Transverse processes cannot be felt. Slight fat covers
nbs. Spinous processes and ribs easily discernahble;
tailhead prominent but individua vertebrae cannot be
identified visually. Hip joints appear rounded but easily
discernable; lower pelvic

5. MODERATE

Back is flat; ribs easify felt, but not visuallty
distinguishable. Fat around tailhead feels a bit spengy.
Withers round over spinous processes; shouolders
and neck blend smoothly into bady.

6. MODERATELY FLESHY

May have slight crease down back. Fat over ribs
spongy, fat around tailhead soft. Small fat deposits
hehind shoulders and along sides of neck and withers.

7. FLESHY

Might have slight crease down back. Individual ribs
can be felt, but noticeable filling between ribs with
fat. Fat around-tatthead saft; fat deposited along-
withers, bahind shoulders and alang neck.

8. FAT

Crease down back. Difficult to fee! ribs. Fat around
tailhead very soft: area

bones not disttnguishable.
Withers, shoulders and
neck accentuated.

4. MODERATELY

THIN

Slight ridge alung back.
Faint outline of ribs
discernable: tailhead
prominence depends gn
conformation, fat can he
felt around it. Hip joints not

along withers filked with fat,
Area behind shoulder filled
with fat, noticeable thickening
of neck, Fat deposied along
inner thighs.

9. EXTREMELY
FAT

Obvious crease down back.
Patchy fat appears gver ribs.
Bulging fat around taithead,
along withers, behind
shoutders and alang neck.

L. Tailhead
E. Ribs
F. Behind the shoulder

A, Along the neck
B. Along the withers
C. Crease down back

Fat along inner thighs may
rub together. Fank filled
with fat.

discernable. Withers,
shoulders and neck nat
chviously thin.




